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Initial statement from 
Health and Safety Plan 
as presented in July 
2020:


The goal of this plan is to 
reopen schools in the fall 
of 2020 in the least 
disruptive way possible 
for students, families, 
faculty and staff while 
adhering to health and 
safety guidelines shared 
by the Bucks County 
Department of Health. 


Palisades successfully reopened 
schools according to the Health 
and Safety Plan


Dr. O’Connell and The 
Tinicum Tiger Welcomed 
Students, on the First Day!


August 31, 2020 - first day for elementary 
students, 6th and 9th grade students.


September 1, 2020 - first day for all 
students (remote and in-person 5 days a 
week) in grades K-8. Grades 9-12 fully 
remote due to construction delays. 


October 5, 2020 - PHS science wing 
complete and in-person students began 
classes in the  high school.


Fall sports and band activities began on 
August 24th and competition began on 
August 31st (XC) and September 11th (all 
others).







Key Components of Initial Plan:


● Establishment of Pandemic Coordinator 
and Team


● Plan development in the following 
areas:


○ Cleaning, sanitizing, disinfecting 
and ventilation


○ Social distancing and other safety 
protocols 


○ Monitoring student and staff health
○ Professional Development 


Since the implementation of the 
plan:
● Universal Masking Order 


(masking breaks for no more 
than 10 minutes when 6’ or 
more)


● Social Distancing (6’ distance 
in all classrooms)


Continuous improvement through:
● Monthly meetings of the 


Health and Safety Planning 
Team


● Parent, Faculty/Staff surveys 
● Student meetings







In July 2020 - pre-registration included the 
following provisions:


Virtual instruction (PCA)
● Through vendor or Palisades teacher
● Synchronous and asynchronous instruction


In-person
● Masking required when 6’ cannot be 


maintained (pre-registration was issued 
prior to Universal Masking Order) 


(Note: initially 6’ distance was not guaranteed. It 
was not until pre-registration was complete and 
additional teachers were hired that 6’ distance 
became the standard and included in September 
16, 2020 H&S plan.)


In-Person PCA


Elementary 426 152


Middle 240 87


High 382 114


as of 10/22/20 


Approximately 
75% chose F2F 


instruction







Planning for second 
semester...


Impact of maintaining 6’ distance in 
classrooms:


● Allows for masking breaks for up to ten 
minutes in class


● Reduces number of students/staff 
considered close contacts in the event 
of a positive case (6’/15 continuous 
minutes)


● Reduces the number of students that 
can return to in person instruction 


This fall there is  little evidence that 
transmission is occurring in schools but 
rather:


● Community/family gatherings (even 
small gatherings)/parties 


● Recreational/travel teams - specifically 
hotel stays/sharing rooms, carpooling 
without masks (typically these are long 
rides), eating in close contact, sharing 
drinks


● Sleepovers 







Maintaining 6’ distance in all classes 
(K-12) would allow for the following 
additional students to return to in 
person (face-to-face) instruction at 
each grade and at each school with  
no changes to current configuration. 


Note:  PCA column reflects number of 
students enrolled in our cyber program  
currently by grade.


Note:  Reducing distance to 3’ in each 
classroom will allow all PCA students to 
return to in person instruction K-5 


PCA Gr. S DN T


23 K 9 1 5


24 1 4 14 3


23 2 12 7 5


20 3 6 0 19


22 4 0 12 18


33 5 0 4 20


Elementary: 


As of 10/22/20 







Maintaining 6’ distance in all classes 
(K-12) would allow for the following 
additional students to return to in 
person (face-to-face) instruction at 
each grade and at the secondary 
level. 


Note:  PCA column reflects number of 
students enrolled in our cyber program  
currently by grade.


Note:  Reducing distance to 3’ in each 
classroom will allow all PCA students to 
return to in person instruction 6-12.


PCA Grade PALMS


23 6 0


34 7 12


30 8 0


PALMS:


PHS:


Fully scheduling 100% of high school students 
for in-person instruction, 85% of our classrooms 
can maintain 6’ social distancing using current 
classrooms.  Approximately , 76% of high school 
students are in person.







Planning for 2nd semester:


November 19- Pre-registration opens to 
request changes from 1st semester 
educational program (in-person or virtual) 
and/or transportation


December 2 - PCA virtual Q and A session 
scheduled


December 9 - Pre-registration due from 
families for 2nd semester


December 10 through January 4 - Scheduling, 
staffing and enrollment finalized


Week of January 11th - Families will be 
notified of schedule/placement changes if a 
change was requested. 






